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schools and lower the standards of the profession by legislation that is short 
sighted and unscrupulous. Those who are aware of the existence of the menace, 
especially those in our larger training schools where recruiting pupil nurses is a 
part of the problem, are fighting the tendency with every means in their power. 
In this connection it is refreshing to note that fifty-four nurses in the junior and 
probation classes of the University of Michigan Hospital have framed and signed, 
entirely upon their own initiative, the following statement: "We, the undersigned, 
do hereby pledge, at our own pleasure and suggestion, each to do her best to 
recruit at least one qualified applicant for acceptance on probation in the Septem- 
ber class of the University Hospital, Ann Arbor, Michigan." 

Michigan A. E. C. 

AN ORGANIZATION OP ANESTHETISTS 

Dear Editor: Will you kindly 'inform me whether the nurse anesthetists of 
this country have an organization or not ? It seems to me, considering the number 
of nurse anesthetists who are employed by the various hospitals in different states, 
that there should be an organization, or some way in which we could get together 
and discuss the various problems which arise in our branch of the nursing pro- 
fession. I think we could be of help to each other in various ways, by exchanging 
ideas once in a while, especially as the nurses of all the other important branches 
have gotten together and formed organizations or societies. I have not as yet 
learned of one for anesthetists. This is a branch which seems to be growing very 
rapidly, and I. think it is well worth specializing. 

Massachusetts R. A. C. 

AN INTERESTING EXPERIMENT 

Dear Editor: I wonder if some of our older nurses would like to try my 
experiment. After five years of institutional nursing and eighteen years of 
private duty, I decided to try taking obstetrical cases in my own home. I began 
last June and have five or six cases booked ahead nearly all the time. Occasion- 
ally I have a chronic case of heart trouble, and just now I have a paralytic who 
does not require much nursing, which adds a little variety to the work. I have 
three rooms in my home which I can use for patients, and I feel that is all I can 
care for at once. I like it much better than private duty, and it is much more 
remunerative. 

Ohio J. M. H. 

SERVICE 

Dear Editor: L. M. F. says, in the May Journal, "To minister to a just 
reaping of sin and wickedness." Who are we to judge even the lowliest? Can 
you look forward into the years and say: "I will never be in such a deplorable 
condition?" You cannot. You are captain of your Soul, but circumstances, 
environment, chance all play an important part in the tableau of your lif a. Some 
day you will want the service of a kindly hand even though you may be sur- 
rounded by wealth and luxury. Keep that day in mind and see how it will 
lessen the odiousness of it. 

Rhode Island V. T. K. 

OLD COPIES OP THE JOURNAL 

I. 

Dear Editor: I have the following old copies of the Journal to offer for 
sale: Volumes 9, 11, 13, 14 and 19 complete; nearly all of volumes 8, 12 and 17, 
and odd numbers of all the volumes after 1908. 

Box 215, Winthrop, Minn. Mabie Bothman. 
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n. 

Dear Editor: I have all the numbers of the Journal from and including 
1907 to the present date, with the exception of two or three numbers in 1912. 
All these old copies I will gladly give to any person or institution wishing them, 
who will pay the freight or express. I wish to dispose of them in one shipment. 

Gallup, New Mexico Mrs. J. H. Coddington. 

III. 

Dear Editor: We should like to obtain the following old Journals to com- 
plete our files: December, 1900; all of 1903; April, May, June, August, Sep- 
tember, 1918; March, October, November, December, 1919; January, February 
and March, 1920. In exchange for these magazines we shall be glad to give: 
January, February, March, April, May, June, August, September, October, 
November, December, 1914; all of 1904, 1905, 1909, 1912, 1913, 1915, 1916, 
besides many extra copies of these volumes. 

12 Bungalow Park, Indianapolis, Ind. Grace M. Cook. 

COPIES OF LEAGUE REPORTS 

Dear Editor: I have copies of the League Reports from 1905 to 1908, 
inclusive, which I can supply to any institution needing them if they will give 
me shipping instructions. 

Box 24, Coopersburg, Pa. Clara V. Haring. 



RANK FOR NURSES,— THE PRESENT SITUATION 

The Senate on April 6 unanimously agreed to the proposed legislation for 
Rank for Nurses and on April 20 passed the whole Army Reorganization bill, 
including the section on Rank. 

Shortly thereafter the House and Senate Reorganization bills went to the 
Conference Committee, consisting of five members from each House. During the 
past four weeks these men have been trying to reconcile the differences between 
the two bills, which are not only numerous but fundamental. 

An apparent deadlock has been reached on the issue of the National Guard. 
If it continues, the Army Reorganization bill may fail of enactment before the 
proposed recess on June 5. In that event Rank for Nurses would also fail of 
final passage. The Conferees are, however, making an earnest effort to reach 
some agreement and there is still hope that the legislation will not fail. 

Washington, D. C. Helen Hoy Greeley. 

May 21, 1920. 



